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• Twenty-twenty will be remembered as the year that brought new and unprecedented
challenges to the healthcare system worldwide due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• Currently, one third of the world population is living in a coronavirus “lockdown
modus” as part of the world’s most massive and restrictive mass quarantine.



• In Italy, there was a 50-60% reduction in the number of stroke patients 
arriving at hospitals compared to the same period the prior year, and 
more patients are arriving too late to be eligible for reperfusion 
treatment. 

• A reduction in stroke mimics, and minor strokes or TIAs, suggested that
patients with mild symptoms may not seek care, accounted for a 
perceived shift towards more severe strokes among those presenting to 
hospital.





Conclusions

• This global emergency has challenged the healthcare system, 
• Stroke has not disappeared because of the COVID-19 

pandemic.
• Stroke treatment pathways will need to be redesigned for 

acute treatment, secondary prevention, and rehabilitation
through the use of telemedicine, 

• Stroke patients should not lose their rights to the access and 
delivery of care during the COVID-19 pandemics.


